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AANNADA SAHITYA
PARISHAT MAY FILE
PILTOSAVE SCHOOLS

‘Taking legal route against govt for first time’

ASHWINI M SRIPAD
o i R

THE Kannada Sahitya
Parishat (KSP), which till now
fought for the cause of the lan-
guage through more concilia-
tory methods, is resorting
to a legal fight to save Kanna-
da schools in Karnataka.
The Parishat has invited
84 prominent personalities,
including writers, education-
ists and lawyers, to give sug-
gestions and to help file a pub-
lic interest litigation before
the high court.

KSP Chairman Mahesh
Joshi said thousands of gov-
ernment schools in Kar-
nataka are in a bad
shape. “Many of these
schools do not have
toilets, proper class-
rooms and other basic
amenities that have led
to shutting down of these
schools. Students are drop-
ping out and if this continues,
we will lose many Kannada
schools,” he said.

Joshi said that all these
years, KSP submitted memo-
randums to the government,
conducted signature cam-
paigns, passed pro-Kannada
resolutions during Sahitya
Sammelanas and even took
part in protests concerning
Kannada. “It is for the first

time that we are taking up a
legal fight to save our schools.

We are going to file a PIL be-
fore the court, seeking its at-

tention to save these schools,”
hoe said.

Many prominent personali-
ties, like Justice Nagmohan
Das, Jnanpith awardee Chan-
drashekar Kambara, writer
Doddarangegowda, academics
and others, will join a round
table meet on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the 87th Kan-
nada Sahitya Sammelana
scheduled to be held in Man-
dya in December may not hap-
pen anytime soon. It was Kan-
nada Sahitya Parishat that
requested the state govern-
ment to postpone the dates a
few months ago as the state is
witnessing a drought. “All the
seven taluks in Mandya dis-
trict have been declared

drought-hit. That was the
. reason we wanted it
+ postponed. Though we
» voluntarily sought the
postponement, the
state government
spent crores on Dasara

and is now shelling out
for Bengaluru Habba too,”
Joshi said.

Joshi, along with district in-
charge minister N Cheluvara-
yaswamy, will meet Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah after
the legislature session that is
going on in Belagavi.

KSP sources said the Sa-
hithya Sammelana may not
happen for quite some time as
the election code of conduct
will come into effect ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections next
year and before that, it will be
exam time. As most partici-
pants at the Sammelana are

teachers, they may not attend,
they said.



CBSE Class 10, 12 exams

g e —

to begin on February 15

The Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) on Tuesday announced the date sheets
for Class 10 and 12 board exams, both of which

will begin on February 15. The Class 10 exams
will end on March 13 and the Class 12 exams on

April 2. “While preparing the date sheet, the
board has kept in mind that there is a sufficient
gap between the two subjects. Dates of competi-
tive exams like JEE have been kept in mind while
deciding the schedule for class 12,” Examination
Controller Sanyam Bhardwaj said. The dates have
been prepared after ensuring no two subject
exams fall on the same date, he said. e



VTU set to withdraw affiliation

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Visvesvarya Techno-
logical University (VTU)
is all set to withdraw af-
filiation to a private engineer-

ing college in Chikkaballapur.

Higher Education Minister Dr

M C Sudhakaristhein-charge
for Chikkaballapur district.

Following complaints from
students about poor quality
of teaching and lack of infra-
structure, VITU conducted a
surprise inspection recently
and decided to withdraw af-
filiation to Shashib College of
Engineering, Chikkaballapur.

The university had issued
a show-cause notice to the
college, seeking explanation
before December 6.

The institute, which was es-
tablished in 2009 andisrun by
Shashib Minority Welfare and

Educational Society, Bengal-
uru, has reportedly violated
university norms and is offer-
ing dual degree courses.

Violations were recorded
by the inspection committee
even in CIE (continuous inter-
nal evaluation).

Highly placed sources from
VTU told DH that the college
management had tried to put
pressure on the university to
withdraw the notice.

Interestingly, when the Kar-
nataka Examination Author-
ity (KEA) allotted seats at this
college through KCET-2023,
Sudhakar took an initiative to
shift those students to other
colleges, considering com-
plaints from students.

However, those in other se-
mesters recently went all the
way to Belagavi to meet the
vice chancellor and request-

to engg college in CB'Pur

ed for shifting them to other
colleges.

Vice Chancellor Vidyashan-
kar. S constituted an expert
committee immediately
which paid a surprise visit to
the college on November 25.

The committee members
were shocked to find the labo-
ratories locked and only three
faculties in the college. Of the
three, only one was a BE de-
gree holder.

Students admitted under
management quota were Vis-
iting the college only during
the internals examination.

Vidyashankar told DH,
“Based on the complaint by
students, we constituted a
two-member expert commit-
tee and the committee has
submitted the report. We will
place the report before the
executive council for action.”
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 National Al mission to aid social development soon: PM

ANJALI JAIN
NEW DELHI, DHNS

‘_ ndia will launch a nation-
| al artificial intelligence
(AI) mission to boost the
healthcare, agriculture and
education sectors, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
while inaugurating the Global
Partnership on Artificial Intel-
ligence (GPAI) summitin New
Delhion Tuesday.

“The mission will help start-
ups and innovators and pro-
mote agriculture,.healthcare
and education sectors,” Modi
said. The national Al portal,
which was launched earlier
this vear, will playa crucialrole

in supporting
and promoting
these initiatives,
headded.
He further
added that
through Al train-
ing institutes,
the country is
skilling those in
tier II/IIT cities, so they aren’t
left behind from the emerging
technology, which he said has
the power to transform lives
and bring social change, along
with helping in achieving sus-
tainable development goals.
“We have prepared govern-
ment policies and programs
inspired by the spirit of ‘Al For

ﬁﬂﬁ _,T-£ p
. . . W G

PM
Narendra
Modi

All'. Our endeavour is to take
full advantage of the capabil-
ities of Al for social develop-
ment and inclusive growth.
India is fully committed to
responsible and ethical use of
Al,” Modisaid.

While espousing the pos-
itives of Al, Modi also high-
lighted the challenges posed
by the darker aspects of Al,
and the need to exercise ex-
treme caution when using
it. “I believe that the sugges-
tions and ideas emerging
from this summit will help us
safeguard the world fromthe
potentialrisksand challenges
posed by the darkeraspects of
Al,” he said.

r

OpenAl to meet developers in B'luru to
discuss risk mitigation next month

OpenAl, the Silicon Valley
firm behind generative ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) tool
ChatGPT, will hold adevel-
oper gathering in Bengaluru
next month to address the
safety challenges posed by -
Alwith the city’s developer
community, a top executive
announced at the Global
Partnership for Artificial
Intelligence (GPAI) summit
being held in Delhi. “Iam de-
lighted to announce we will
hold adeveloper gathering

i in
Sy, g
| R

with our VP of engineering
Srinivas Narayanan in Ben-
galuru in January with more
to follow. Our planisto con-
vene developers here in India

alongside OpenAl product
leaders to address some

of the most difficult safety
challenges, Anna Makanju,
OpenAT’s vice president of
Global Affairs, said.

“We have learnt how
important it is to develop
governance models for AL”
she added.

_Kalaburagi
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Game-changer
Gene therapy offers new hope for those
with sickle cell discase

ess than a month after the UK drug regul

tor approved Casgevy, the gene therapy to

treat people above 12 with sickle cell dis
ease and beta thalassemia, the U.S. FDA has ap
Droved two gene therapies - Casgevy and Lyfpe-
rpa ol (0 tl"elat sickle cell disease in patients over
12. Its decnmpn on approving Casgevy gene thera
py for treating beta thalassemia is expected by
March 2024. These landmark decisions mark the
beginning of gene therapy using the CRISPR-Cas9
tool to treat diseases that could otherwise be
cured only through bone marrow transplanta-
tion. While Lyfgenia uses a disabled lentivirus as
a vector to introduce into the blood stem cells a
new gene for haemoglobin that mimics the
healthy version, Casgevy uses the gene-editing
tool of CRISPR-Cas9 to disable a particular gene
(BCLI11A) that turns off foetal haemoglobin pro-
duction in blood stem cells. While about 10% of
adults continue to produce foetal haemoglobin,
in others, the BCLIIA gene prevents the produc-
tion of foetal haemoglobin. By disabling the
BCL11A gene, foetal haemoglobin that is pro-
duced, which does not have the abnormalities of
adult haemoglobin, helps treat patients with sick-
le-cell disease or beta thalassaemia. In clinical
trials, 28 of 29 sickle-cell disease patients who re-
ceived Casgevy gene therapy were relieved of the
debilitating eftects of the disease for a year; for
beta thalassaemia, 39 of 42 patients did not re-
quire blood transfusion for one year, and in the
remaining three the need for blood transfusion
reduced by more than 70%. In the case of clinical
trials involving Lyfgenia, 30 of 32 sickle cell dis-
ease patients did not suffer from severe blocked
blood flow caused by sickle cells, while 28 of 32
patients did not experience any bl‘oc'ked blood
flow events six to 18 months post-infusion.

Since both gene therapies use patients’ own
blood cells for gene editing, the number of pa-
tients who can potentially be treated will be huge
as these treatments do not rely on matching bone
marrow donors. But in reality, these treatments
would be exorbitantly expensive. Also, much likg
bone marrow transplantation, only certain hospi-
tals will be equipped to extract a patient’s blood
stem cells and use the genetic editing tool to the
stem cells before reinjecting them, thus limiting
the number of beneficiaries. With clinical trials
evaluating the therapies in a very small number
of patients and for shorter duration, the compul-
sion to continuously monitor their safety and efh-
cacy through real wo_rl_d data cqnnet be overem-

hasised: the possibility of unintended genetic
Todifications and their resultant side effects are
real when the CRISPR-Cas9 tool is used.
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MONIKA YADAV @ New Delhi

THE Centre on Tuesday clari-
fied that there are no pending
goods and services tax (GST)
dues to any state.

Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman addressing a sup-
plementary question in Rajya
Sabha, stated the narrative sug-
gesting pending GST dues from
the Centre is incorrect and a
“misnomer”. She said certain
state governments have not
submitted the authenticated
certificate from the Accountant

General (AG) required for the
release of their share of funds. “AG certificates not yet re-
Sitharaman underlined the im- ceived as yet for states like
portance of AG’s certification Goa.. not come from West Ben-
and clarified that without gal. To call it pending, it'sa
it, Centre can’t clear misnomer. Let them

funds. She explained come with AG certifi-
that some states, even cate, we will clear it.

eral fiscal years.

after submitting AG’s Other states which
certificate, have re- have not submitted AG
quested to hold on until certificate.. one state
they reconcile numbers. Kerala sent AG certifi-

Sitharaman specifically
named West Bengal and Goa,
stating that they have not sub-
mitted the AG’s report for sev-

cate, has asked to hold on so
till they reconcile with the AG
certificate themselves. So, we
are holding,” she stated. Min-

ister of State for Finance Pan-
kaj Chaudhary corroborated
FM's statement, affirming that
there are no pending GST dues
from any state government. He
explained that provisional pay-
ments have been made to some
states despite them not submit-
ting the AG’s report.

Final payments will be proc-
essed once the AG’s report is
received. Sitharaman noted
that discussions in the GST
Council address the challenges
faced by traders and businesses
on the ground.

No pending GST dues to states, says FM

|



'L

PM kicks off AI summit

|

with a call for secure,

transparent processes

Modi raises pertinent issues around Artificial Intelligence - from global Al education curriculum

to watermarking products - at the Global Partmership on Artificial Intelligence

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he annual Global
Partnership for Ar-
fificial Intelligence
(GPAD Summit kicked off

~ in New Delhi’s Bharat Man-
- dapam on Tuesday, with

discussions on Al issues
like safety and develop-
ment challenges.

“Trust on Al will grow

~ only when related ethical,

economic and social as-
pects are addressed,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said while inaugurat-
ing the three-day event. As
many as 29 countries, from

~ North and South America,

Europe and Asia, are part
of the summit; China is not
a member. The previous
summit was held in Osaka,
Japan. In 2024, India will
be lead chair of the
grouping.

Mr. Modi also raised oth-
er pertinent issues sur-
rounding the Al debate.
“Can we establish an insti-
tutional mechanism that
ensures resilient employ-
ment? Can we bring stan-
dardised global Al educa-
tion curriculum? Can we
set standards to prepare
people for an Al-driven fu-

S ) =i ¢
| : Y ‘.: :" 1 -
| H bl Lo il
1 ER R _‘Ilu %

Next in line: After Japan, India will be lead chair of the GPAI

grouping in 2024. PTI

ture?” he asked. He also in-
voked watermarking of Al
products, an apparent re-
ference to suggestions that
imagery generated by Al
applications be distin-
guished as such. Al-gener-
ated images have been
used in illicit ways such as
creating ‘deepfake’ clips of
celebrities, and by firms
seeking to save costs by
creating photorealistic im-
ages for advertisements.
Mr. Modi also pointed to
the dangers of terrorists
getting access to Al tools,
as well as the potential for
increased cybersecurity
and data theft incidents.

- e

7 i
AL

He called for visibility into
the algorithms that go into
creating Al models. “There
is no doubt that Al is trans-
formative but it is up to us
to make it more and more
transparent,” he said.

Discussions through the
day featured Al policymak-
ers and industry ofhcials
presenting their views and
expertise. Union Minister
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw had said on
Monday that issues related
to farming and healthcare
would be discussed tho-
roughly at the summit.

“In India, farmers are

the least data-integrated,”
Vijay Shekhar Sharma,
Paytm founder and CEO
said, while adding, “Al will
bring the nuances of the
land, the ecology and the

kind of produce that you
can build, and the de-

mand-supply gaps we can
fulfil.” Ecological issues
would arise from a less in-
formed °‘lowest common
denominator’ approach to
farming, he said.

Other issues discussed
included data sharing and
cross-border data flows, is-
sues actively being deliber-
ated by the Union Govern-
ment as it tries to
rebalance private firms’
power when it comes to |
ownership of data. “Cross-
border data flows is one |
area where we certainly |
need to look into it, be- |
cause when we talk about |
bringing the equitable
compute, then how do we
bring the data, and who
owns the data are very im-
portant aspects,” Kavita
Bhatia, a group coordina-
tor at the IT Ministry said
at a panel discussion, ad-
ding that the issue would
be deliberated at the data
governance working group
of the GPAL.
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India paid $84.2/bbl
in Oct. for Russia oil

Reuters
NEW DELHI

The average price of Rus-
sian oil delivered to top
buyer India in October

rose to $84.20 a barrel,~

way above the $60 price
cap set by the Group of Se-
ven nations in December
last year, preliminary India
government data showed.
India paid the highest
prices for Russian oil in Oc-
tober since the price cap
was imposed, boosting
Moscow’s revenue despite
efforts by western nations

- to curb the producer’s in-

come and funding for the
Ukraine war.
India, the world’s third-

biggest oil importer, has
emerged as the biggest
buyer of seaborne Russian
crude as western nations
cut purchases after Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine
more than a year ago. India
depends on imports to
meet more than 80% of its

oil needs and rarely bought

Russia oil in the past due to
high transportation costs.




Coreinflation eases to 4.1%

v

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ndia's annual retail inflation
Isurgcd to 5.55% in Novem-
ber, sharply higher from
4.87% recorded in the previ-
ous monthduetoajumpinthe
prices of vegetables, fruitsand
pluses, the government data
showed on Tuesday.
Vegetables became costli-
er by 17.70% year-on-year in
November. Price of pulses in
November was 20.23% higher
when compared with the same
month lastyear, while fruits be-
came costlier by 10.95%.
Retail food inflation, which
accounts for nearly half of the
overall Consumer Price Index
(CP1) basket, surged to 8.7%1n
November from 6.61% record-

¢d in the previous month, as
per data released by the Na-
tional Statistical Office (NSO).

Inurbanareas food inflation
soared 10 9.28%, while inrural
areas it stood at 8.38%. Some
casing in cereals, milk and a
deeper deflation in edible oils
curbed the overall rise in food
inflation.

“The uptick was entirely
driven by the food and bever-
ages segment, with all other
groups either reporting a low-
er or an unchanged YoY infla-
tion print in November 2023
relanive to October 2023, said
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist
at ICRA.

Despite the uptick, retail in-
flation has remained withinthe
Reserve Bank of India's toler-
ance range of 2-6% for the third

THE BIGNUMBERS: Some worries, somec

Retail inflation rises to 5.55% in
Nov on surge in food prices

monthinarow. The CPl-based
retail inflation stood at 5.02%
in September.

However, the headline infla-
tion, which the RBI monitors
for its monetary policy action,
hasnow beenabove the central
bank’s medium-term target of

4% for the 50th consecutive
month.

On the non-food front, fuel
and light prices declined at
a faster pace in November
when compared with the
previous month. Oils and fats
became cheaper by 15.03% in
November when compared
with the previous month. Fuel
and lights became cheaper by
0.77% year-on-year.

Core inflation, which ex-
cludes food and fuel items,
eased to 4.1% in November
from 4.2% recorded in the
previous month.

“Moderation in core infla-
tion reflects lower input cost
pressures on producers, which
has reduced the need to raise
retail prices,” said Dharma-
kirti Joshi, Chief Economist at
CRISIL.

“We expect the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to closely
monitorinflation asit remains
above the Monetary Policy
Commuittee’s (MPC) long-term
target of 4%," Joshi said.

On future outlook, Vivek

Rathi, National Director Re-
search, Knight Frank India,
said, “Going forward, there
would be an uptick in consum-
er headline inflation.”

“We continue to monitor the
key food items as production
remains a worry amidst weak
sowing, lower reservoir levels
and continued erratic weath-
er conditions,” said Upasna
Bhardwaj, Chief Economist at
Kotak Mahindra Bank.

Bhardwaj said moderation
in core inflation would provide
respite to the RBI. “Interest
rates are expected to remain
unchanged since core infla-
tion has stabilised,” said Ragh-
vendra Nath, MD, Ladderup
Wealth Management.

In its monetary policy re-
view last week, the RBI kept
the key policy interest rate
unchanged for the fifth time
in a row. The RBI has also
kept its inflation projection
for the current financial year
unchanged at 5.4%.




Karnataka Clearance Committee
approves projects worth 34,115 cr

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

The Karnataka State High-
Level Clearance Committee
(SHLCC), headed by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, ap-
proved 14 projects worth
¥24,115 crore, with a poten-
tial to create 13,308 jobs
across the State.

Of the 14 proposals that re-
ceived the SHLCC nod, 10 are
new projects worth
¥19,452.40 crore, while the
remaining four are additional
investment projects worth
%14,662.59 crore.

At the conclusion of the
62nd meeting of the SHLCC
in Belagavi, Minister for Large
and Medium Industries, and
Infrastructure Development,
MB Patil, said the SHLCC has
approved Foxconn’s proposal
to invest an additional
13,911 crore. The company
has already received approval
to invest ¥8,000 crore in the
State. Other major proposals

TECHNOLOGY RULES. Foxconn’s proposal to invest an
additional ¥13,911 crore has received the green signal

that received the govern-
ment’s green signal are: JSW
Renew Energy Four Ltd
(¥4,960 crore investment),
JSW Steel Ltd (X3,804 crore
investment), Toyota Kirlos-
kar Motor Private Ltd
(¥3,237.30 crore investment),
TRIL Bengaluru Real Estate
Six Ltd (33,273 crore invest-
ment), Janki Corp Ltd (addi-
tional investment of 607
crore). Among the proposals

that will generate employ-
ment and spur industrial
erowth in North Karnataka
that received approval were
JSW Renew Energy Four Ltd,
Janki Corp Ltd, JSW Steel
Ltd, and Orient Cement Litd.

The four projects will res-
ult in cumulative investment
of ¥9,461 crore, and create
3,538 jobs in North
Karnataka, “said the
government.



[ndia postpones

Quad summit me
‘scheduled

~ Amiti Sen
- New Delhi

—
’ —

- India has postponed the sum-

mit meeting of Quad coun-

~ tries scheduled in January
2024, as the dates “do not

work” for certain Quad part-
ners, sources have said. The
Quad grouping comprises In.
dia; Australia, the US and
Japan.

US President Joe Biden,
who was carlier expected to
attend the Republic Day celeb-
rations as the chief guest
he visited India for the Quad
Summit, is now unlikely to be
present.

“The Quad Summit in India
is proposed to be held later in

2024. We are looking for re-

- vised dates as the dates cur-

rently under consideration do
not work with all the Quad

businessline.
Relationship between India

and the US are currently un-
der strain over allegations
made by the US Justice De-
partment about two Indian
nationals, including an intelli-
gence official, being involved
In a plot to murder Khalistanj

- Sepananst Gurpatwant Singh

Pannun, a US citizen. India
has put in place a hj oh-leve]
CNQUIIY committee to invest-
\gate the marter.

_ '_I‘he US Justice Department
INSINuations made last month
follow  simj allegations

eting

In January

US President Joe Biden
unfikely to attend India’s
Republic Day celebration as
chief guest

Canada. India rejected the al
legations made by Canada and
LﬁﬂltﬂM“‘bﬂ.ﬂd".

R-DAY CELEBRATIONS
In September this year, US

the chief cuest for the Repub-
lic Day cglehaﬁons on Janu-
ary 26, 2024. But the US had
not confirmed Biden’s parti-
cipation because of schedy]-
ing difficulties.

Since Australia’s N ational
Day is also observed on Janu-
ary 26, it could be difficy}t for
AustralianPrimeNﬁniSterAn-
thonyAhnesetoattend.

The Quad is 3 diplomatic
parmership between Ay
tralia, India, Japan, and the g
committed to ‘
Open, stable and osperous
Indo-Pacific. It is al.:l,rso seen as

thf: four nations g
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FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

PSG face Borussia
Dortmund in must-win tie

Parisians need
to overcome
Dortmund to secure
knockout berth

v

PARIS, AFP

aris Saint-Germain take
Pon Borussia Dortmund in

Germany on Wednesday
in their final group-stage game
with more than just Champi-
ons League survivalhanging in
the balance.

In Group F. things could not
be tighter as PSG, Newcastle
and AC Milan all still have the
chance to join already-quali-
fied Dortmund in the knockout
stages.

A win for PSG would ensure
them of not only qualifying
but of topping the group as
they currently sit second u_ﬂth
seven points, three behind
Dortmund and two ahead of
Newcastle and Milan.

In the return fixture on
matchday one, PSG’'s cam-

| P;ris Séi;thGerﬁlain willbe banki go
Kylian Mbappe to work his usual magic when they play

Borussia Dortmund in their final Champions League group
game on Wednesday. AFp

paign got off t0 2 flyer when

Achraf

Kylian Mbappe¢ and r:
Hakimi goals ensured a

win, giving them a beﬁe}:
head-to-head record wlth
the Germans should bml
sides finish the group leve

on points. Since then, they
have been up-and-down and
o humiliating 4-1 away defeat
to Newcastle and a 2-1 loss at
Milan were backed up by a 1-1

draw on matchday five against
the English outfit.

Although already assured
of their place, the onus is still
on Dortmund to avoid defeat

LIVE ON SONY
NETWORK, 1:30 AM
(THURSDAY)

i they wish to ensure top spot
and a better draw for the next
round. In the group’s other
game, Newcastle's first Cham-
pions League appearance in
20 years could end early when
they host seven-times winners
Milan, with both sides on five
points and needing victory to
have any hope of qualifying.
Fail to win and PSG will se-
riously risk bowing out of Eu-
rope’s premier competition at
the first hurdle, that is what is
immediately atstake for coach
Luis Enrique and his team.
Back-to-back exits in the
round of 16 the last two cam-
paigns, in part, cost coaches
Mauricio Pochettino and
Christophe Galtier their jobs.
And an even earlier exit this
term could be enough to con-
vince PSG’s hierarchythat 2015
Champions League-winning
coach Luis Enrique 1s surplus
torequirementsat the Parcdes
Princes, after a mixed start to

life in Paris for the Spaniard.
Wednesday's fixtures: Group E: Atletico
Madrid vs Lazio, Cellic vs Feyenoord.
Group F: Borussia Dortmund vs Paris 5t
Cermain, Newcastle United vs AC Milan.
Group G: Leipzig vs Young Boys, Crvena
zvezda vs Manchester City (both 11:15
pm).

Group H: FC Porto vs Shakhtar Donetsk,
Antwerp vs Barcelona.

Note; All matches start at 1.30 am IST on
Thursday unless mentioned.

S T — S SR —



Batter carrries India
to 180/7; SA chase
1592in 15 overs after
rain curtails tie

v

GQEBERHA (SOUTH AFRICA).
PTI

inku Singh enhanced his

credentials as a finisher

ith a maiden half-cen-

tury while skipper Suryakumar

Yadav played in his inimitable

way to take India to 180 for

seven in the second T20 Inter-

nanonal against South Africa
here on Tuesda

Putin to bat, India lost Ya
shasvi Jaiswal and Shubman
Gill for six runs before Surya
(56 0ff 36) led front the front
and forged fine partnerships
with Tilak Varma (29 off 20)
and then Rinku (68 not out
off 39),

Rain arrived at St Georpe's
Park with three balls left in the
innings and Gerald Coetzec
on a hat trick, having got rid
of Ravindra Jadeja and Arsh-
deep Singh. Theinnings did not

INDIA
Jalswal ¢ Miller b Jansen.,.......... 4]
Gill lbwWilliams...........o )
Tilak ¢ Jansen b Coetzee ... 29
suryakumar ¢ Jansen b Shamsi .56

Rinku (notout) .o SO ;1
Jitesh ¢ Stubbs b Markram ... .1
Jadeja Ibw Coetzee e d9

Arshdeep ¢ P'wayo b Coetzee ... 0
Extras (LB-1, NB-1 W ) I 7
TOTAL (for 7 wkts, 19.3 overs) ..180
Fall of wickets. 1.0, 2-6, 3 55,
4-125, 5. 142,6-180,7-180.
Bowling Jansen 3.0-99 1, Williams
30321, Coetzee 330 32-3, Phe-

hiukwayo 3-0-29-0, Shamsi 4.0 18
1. Markram 3029 1

CRICKET SECOND T20I

Rinkugoesonarampage

]

-

resume thereafter and South
Africaweresetarevised target
ol 152in 15 overs,

Playing for the first time in
South Africa, Rinku took his
time initially before working
the field beautifully, His square
of the wicket shots stood out in
his well paced innings includ-
Ing fours and two straight sixes
off Aiden Markram.

Tl il My

Coming inatnumber three,
Varma looked good in the
middle before getting caught
at deep third man in the sixth
over,

What followed was a 70-
run stand between Surya and
Rinku. Surya played like he
usually does, collecting a chunk
ofhis runs behind the wickert,

His three sixes came as he

got inside the line of the ball
to send the ball over the ropes.
Twowereinthe fineleg region
and one over midwicket.

It was not the smoothest
of starts for India, who lost
Jaiswal and Gillin the first two
overs,

Jaiswal could not control the
cut shot against Marco Jansen
to be brilliantly caught by Da-

vid Miller at backward point.

Tilak could have departedin
similar fashion two balls later
but Miller could not hold on to
that sharp chance.

Gill was trapped in front by
Lizaad Williams who got the
ball to nip back from length.

Despite the initial pressure,
the Indian batters kept batting
aggressively.
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Check cybercrime

he high incidence of cyber crime in Bengaluru,

- ®
ragingin Bengaluru
I as reported by the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), is a matter of serious concern.

According to its report for 2022, the country as a
whole sawaspurt 0f25% in cyber crime from the pre-
vious year. Nineteen metro cities saw a huge jump of
42.7%in casesrelated to cyber offences. About 75% of
these crimes took place in Bengaluru and that makes
the city the country’s cyber crime capital. Bengaluru
reported 9,940 cyber crime cases of the 13,534 re-
ported from across 19 metro cities in 2022. Because
ofthelead provided by Bengaluru, Karnataka topsin
the number of cyber crimes. Information Technology
Minister Priyank Kharge hassaid that the state, onan
average, lost Rs1 crore a day to cyber crime in 2022.
Theauthoritiesin Bengaluru have claimed that the
city is high up on the cyber crime scene because it is
also India’s cyber capital, with a high concentration
of IT professionals. They argue that the city’s posi-
tion also reflects a high level of cyber law awareness,
prompting better reporting. But this is an untenable
argument. Hyderabad, a major
IT hub, reported only 282 cyber S
crimes in 2022 as against 9,940 ALY

in Bengaluru. at:cuunts for

Bengaluru has other dubious [ESEFEESES -
distinctions, according to the re- § 75/001 all B
port. It has recorded the highest ﬂ[gl]:al 3

offences

number of narcotics cases, in ad-
dition to cases related to prostitu- ks 3 _
tion, dowry harassment and rash | relll)ﬂeﬂ
and negligent driving. The second 'l'ﬂlﬂacmss i
positions in these categories g0 | tatinda s
to different cities but Bengaluru 19!1\3“05 in
remains in the top position. When 2022

the city leads the countryincrime, |
the situation needs to be taken se-
riously and addressed effectively.
One worry is that the trend is only increasing. In the

case of cyber crime, the city has already recorded
over 9,000 cases till the end of November this year.
Apart from improving policing infrastructure, it is
Imperative to spread awareness and improve digital
literacy. Thereis a high pendency of cyber crime cases
in courts, and the conviction rate is low. Demands
have been made for the setting up of a central cyber
police force and special courts for quick investigation
and disposal of cyber cases. Since cyber transac-

tions are steadily increasing, it 1s the responsibility
of the law enforcement agencies, banks, and other
financial institutions to ensure that transactions are

done safely and securely, and frauds are brought to
book quickly.

—




Online impersonation cases toughest to in vestigate

Telangana, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharashtra were the cyber crime hotspots in 2022

DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese &
vignesh Radhakrishnan

T he recently released an-

nual report of the National
Crime Records Bureau

(NCRB) shows that the number of |

reported cyber crime cases in In-
dia shot up significantly in 2022.
Telangana, Karnataka, Uttar Pra-
desh, and Maharashtra recorded
the highest number of cases and
Telangana, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra and Goa recorded the highest
cyber crime rates (cyber crimes
per lakh population).
‘Cheating by impersonation by
using computer resources’ was the
~ cyber crime head under which
f most cases were filed last year.
This includes anyone who imper-
sonates someone through a com-
munication device or a computer
resource. Online impersonation
was not only among the toughest
crimes 'to investigate, but also one
which recorded the lowest convic-
tion rate. An analysis of the polic-
e’s charge-sheeting rate and con-
viction rate in courts shows that
these figures remain low across
- most other cybercrime heads too.
Chart 1 shows the number of
new cyber crime cases reported
from 2016 to 2022. In 2022, the
number of reported cyber crime
cases jumped to 65,893 from
52,974 in 2021. At the start of 2022,
there were 71,867 cyber crime cas-
es already pending investigation.
With a new load of 65,893 cases,
| the case burden almost doubled.
To address this problem, the
Home Ministry set up the National
Cyber Crime Reporting Portal in
2019. A toll-free helpline number
1930 was also set up to enable peo-
Ple to lodge cyber complaints. As
Per the Ministry, more than 12.77
‘akn complaints have been regis-
tered till November 15, 2023.
Chart 2 shows the number of
Ober crime cases reported and
the cyber crime rate, in 2022,

AToss select States/UTs. With 40 |

cyber crimes per lakh population,
Telangana was a clear outlier,
while Karnataka was a distant se-
cond (18.6). In Maharashtra and
Goa, the cyber crime rate crossed
5. Uttar Pradesh featured in the
top four States that registered the
highest number of absolute cases.
Telangana, Karnataka, Uttar Pra-
desh and Maharashtra accounted
for 70% of all the cyber crime cas-
es in 2022.

Many cyber cases remain un-
solved given that the crime hap-
pens in the digital space. These
crimes have no witnesses and can
prove tough to trace. Even if they
are traced, convicting the accused
in court can prove to be difficult gi-
ven the complexities of cyber-
space. A look at the police charge-
sheeting rate — the cases charge-
sheeted as a share of the total cas-
es disposed off by the police - in
2022 shows the toughest type of
cases to investigate.

Chart 3 shows the charge-
sheeting rate of various cyber
crimes and the number of such
cases disposed off by the police in
2022. Of the over 2,500 OTP
frauds disposed off by the police,
only 14.5% were charge-sheeted,
the lowest among all cyber crimes.
The charge-sheeting rate re-
mained below the 20% mark for
online banking frauds and digital
cheating cases as well. Under all
the crime heads where more pol-
ice cases were disposed off (such
as identity theft and online imper-
sonation) the charge-sheeting rate
remained low . This is worrying as
the crimes which impacted people
the most recorded the lowest
charge-sheeting rate.

Chart 4 shows the conviction
rate of various cyber crimes and
the number of cases where trials
were completed, in 2022. Of the
more than 300 ‘cheating by imper-
sonation’ cases which completed
trials in 2022, only 17.3% recorded
convictions — among the lowest.
Conviction rates remained below
the 30% mark for identity theft,
publishing sexually explicit mate-
rial, and cyber stalking as well.

Trends in digital crimes

The data were sourced from the ‘Crime in Indla 2022" report published by the National Coime Records Bureau of tha
Ministry of Home Affairs

Chart 1: The chart shows the number of new cyber crime
cases reported between 2016 and 2022
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Chart 2: Total number of cyber crime cases reported and the
cyber crime cases per lakh population across States/UTs
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portion of eligible African-American pa-
tients went up to 46 percent.

- Dataset shifts create mismatches be-

tween an algorithm developed on one
dataset and applied on another. A sepsis

detection algorithm developed in the US

based on an urban hospital dataset misdi-

agnosed when it was applied on a later

date. Diagnostic codes had changed in the

International Classification of Diseases

during the interval. Also, the new dataset

included patient data from suburban hospi-

tals which the urban hospital had acquired

or become affiliated to after the algorithm
was developed, resulting in a more diverse
population profile.

. A study conducted by the University of
Michigan and published in the the Journal
of the American Medical Association Inter-

Alis improving diagnostics, treatmerand systems in
healthcare. But data glitches and privacissues make its full
adoption risky. It's also no substitute fchuman empathy

BALANCE AI, HI MAN
INTELLIGENCI FOR
BETTER HEALTHCARE

A N

HIS is as big a game-changing in-
novation in human history as
fire and electricity,” declared a
speaker at a recent international
conference on the future of
healthcare, well-being and lon-
o _gevity. He was referring to artifi-
cial intelligence (AI). At that conclave, great
hope was placed on technology as a trans-
formational force for improving access, af-
fordability and quality of healthcare deliv-
ery globally, with Al as the major propellant
of that progress.
Al has already started making its pres-
-ence felt in many areas of healthcare, The
rush to extend its use to the whole spectrum
of healthcare is spurred by several expecta-

L

tions: improved diagnostic and prognostic
assessment; accurate risk prediction mod-
els for personalised healthcare and ‘preci-
sion’ public health interventions; better
design and delivery of treatment protocols;
relief from laborious documentation for
doctors and nurses; increased efficiency of
hospital management and health insurance
systems; engaging interactions with pa-
tients; creation of ‘virtual medical assist-
ants’; enhanced quality and pace of medical
research; and sped up design and develop-
ment of new therapeutic agents.

The ability to predict the probability of
developing cardiac rhythm abnormalities
like intermittent atrial fibrillation from
seemingly normal electrocardiograms
has been a remarkable advance. People
with such undetected arrhythmias are at a
higher risk of blood clots developing in
the heart and dislodging to travel and
block blood supply to other organs. Pre-
seribing blood thinners to such people is
helpful in preventing debilitating brain
strokes or cerebral embolisms.

Automated diagnosis in radiology and
organ imaging has extended from X-rays to
computerised tomography and magnetic
resonance imaging. Al is being used in can-
cer diagnostics, detection and treatment of
life-threatening infections that enter the
bloodstream such as septicaemia, and in the
design of treatments for rare diseases, apart
from developing as a diagnostic tool in neu-
rologic and mental health disorders.

Several concerns have emerged from the
use of Al with regard to accuracy and safe-
ty: The quality of Al-guided diagnostic and
therapeutic instruments depends on how
extensive, representative and accurate the
input data are. Confidentiality of patient
data and the misuse of Al-derived instru-
ments to deny medical insurance benefits
have also become concerns. Regulation of
Al s still in a foggy zone, with perspectives
varying among technology developers,
marketing companies, health professionals,
hll government. courts and the public.

Heterogeneity of data sources and diver-

K SRINATH
REDDY

F | ;-'"

sity of population groups from where data
have been gathered are critical elements in
the development of algorithms designed to
diagnose, prognosticate and treat people.
Instruments developed for selected popula-
tion groups or restricted patient groups are
often not generalisable to other geographic,
socio-demographic, epidemiological and
health system settings. Context matters in
probability-based diagnostic assessments
and therapeutic decision-making. As re-
nowned data analyst Nate Silver said, “In-
formation becomes knowledge only when
placed in context. Without it, we have no
way to differentiate the signal from noise,
and our search for the truth might be
swamped by false positives.” )
The intensity of data capture matters.
In radiological imaging, every micro-pixel
may be captured, but clinical and public
health datasets are often incomplete in the

BT Authorof Ao Aanet, and distiguished

SOURAY ROY

capture of bio-markers and soio-demo-
graphic, environmental and belavioural
determinants. It is essential that we use
accurately ascertained and ex{ensively
assembled Indian datasets to guide the
development of Al-guided healthcare
algorithms for use in our hospitals and
ulation settings. _
pogiagnostic algorithms based on @tasets
from white patients in the US perormed
poorly on African Americans, not Enly be-
cause of race but also because of sudn-em.
nomic djﬂ'erentis hﬂ:h};ismﬂﬁepahmg
conditions and behaviours. All InsTrance
company ithm, which use'd cod pre-
dictions to estimate patients’ ned for
stepped-up care, targeted only 18 perent
African-American patients versus sgper-
cent white patients. When'independertire-
searchers revised the algorithm to prefict
the risk of illness instead of cost, the yo-

nal Medicine in 2021 tested the commercial-
ly-marketed Epic algorithm for sepsis
against historically-documented case
records. It reported that the algorithm
missed two-thirds of the cases and caregiv-
ers would have needed to respond to 109
alarms to identify a single case of sepsis.
Health insurance systems in the US have
been using Al to advise on length of hospi-
tal stay and determine the extent of insur-
ance coverage. A class action suit, filed
in Novembe1 2023 in Minneapolis, alleges
that United Healthcare deployed an Al
system which had a 90 percent error rate
and improperly overrode physician recom-
mendations for medically necessary post:
acute care, Indian healthcare systems must
avoid commercially driven distortions of

' Alguided healthcare,

Al does help in improving service effi-
ciency in hospitals. It frees doctors from the
dreary burden of detailed documentation
and enables them to spend more time with
patients or find a better work-life balance.

It can also bring efficiency gains to hospital
and health service management. It can in-
tegrate information on clinical and social
determinants of health to create better di-
agnostic and management algorithms.
However it cannot substitute for the empa-
thy and emotional support that a compas-
sionate doctor or nurse can provide. It may
not always perform better than clinical ex-
perience and reasoned assessment of a pa-
tient’s health condition in arriving at the
right diagnosis or adopting the most benefi-
cial therapeutic approach.

As emergency medicine physician Craig
Spencer wrofe, “The question is how we
combine AI and clinical acumen i j
way that improves patient care.” For that
We need to train a new generation of doc.-
tors to‘optimally combine Al and human
intelligence for delivering efficient and
empathetic care.

(Views qre

(ksrinath reddyw DhfLorg)



The way forward for the INDIA alliance

he Congress’s defeat in
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, and
Rajasthan has put the
limelight back on the INDIA
Jlliance. The Opposition alliance,
which began with a bang with a
few high-profile meetings,
ironically remained in a state of
hibernation even as the political
temperature soared in the run-up
to the Assembly polls. The months
leading up to the polls and the
campaign brought to the fore the
differences among the leaders and
the weakness in the alliance. A
joint Opposition rally, which was
planned in Bhopal, did not
fructify. Even crucial matters such
a5 seat-sharing or a joint manifesto
have shown no signs of progress in
the last three months. A hurriedly
convened meetng of party leaders

on December 6 was downgraded

to a meeting of floor leaders after
top leaders including West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin, and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said that they

would not be able to join.

Omkar Poojari

is a political
researcher and
columnist

On a shaky wicket
The campaign made it apparent
that the INDIA alliance is on a
shaky wicket on the subjects of
seat-sharing and an ideological
common ground. While Mr. Yadav
had an acrimonious exchange of
words with Kamal Nath after the
SP and the Congress failed to
broker a seat-sharing deal in
Madhya Pradesh, the Sanatana
Dharma episode featuring DMK
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin put
the alliance on the back foot. More
recently, DMK MP Senthilkumar’s
‘gaumutra’ remark created
anxious movements for the
alliance. Congress leaders such as
MP Karti Chidambaram, who
called the statement

I the INDIA
alliance can
seize the
narrative and

“unparliamentary”, rushed to . weave a
diffuse the situation. The two - credibl
prf}plems are related to an extent. .e
While the Sanatana Dharma and ——
around the

gaumuITa episodes are a signof
the alliance’s inability to establish

4 firm ideological common
round, the bitter war of words

tide over its

inadequacies

economy, it can

over seat-sharing only furthers the
criticism of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) that the alliance
is nothing but an opportunistic
formation. With three months of
inactivity, and with general
elections less than five months
away, time is running out for the
INDIA alliance to fix these
problems at the earliest.

If ideological differences are
coming to the fore, it could mean
that despite the bonhomie
displayed by top leaders of
different parties, the alliance |
could fail on the ground. Voters
may be partisan and cadres may
be unwilling to ally with |
ideologically opposed |
constituents. Examples from |
across the world show that there |
are multiple ways in which |
ideological difterences can hurt |
ideologically diverse alliances. |
Voters can choose to stay at home |
to express their displeasure with |
their preferred party’s decision to
ally with a party that has different
ideological commitments OT they
can even switch to the rival party
or alliance.

A two-fold strategy '_
The political parties of INDIA
would have to stop viewing the
2024 polls from a prism of their
own party’s expansion. If they do
view it such a manner, it could
complicate the issue of
seat-sharing as parties may show
little willingness to compromise.
Once some degree of consensus
has been reached on the issue of
seat-sharing, ensuring that
ideological differences do not take
centre stage and muting such
differences would be central to |
INDIA’s fortunes. This calls for
making and highlighting justifiable
ideological compromises between
different parties. Such
compromises could also facilitate
voting for an ideologically distant
candidate or alliance partner.
Moreover, parties would have to |
keep ideological commitments \|
that are more contested by other

allies in the background. In the

case of an alliance partner like the |
DMK, this implies setting aside

R

more fiercely atheist-rationalist
elements of ideology tO the |
background or muting its rhetoric
against the disproportionaté
influence of the north. Instead,
the party could choose to focus
more on other aspects of the
Dravidian brand of politics that
could have a wider appeal such as
welfarism — for example, the
recent expansion of the mid-day
meal scheme tO include breakfast.
Second, it is important for
INDIA that cadres of different
parties are not too concerned
about their ideological
commitments and potential voters
are not too sceptical about the
parties’ ideological contradictions.
To achieve these twin goals, the
alliance needs to ensure that its
cadres and potential voters are
more influenced by
anti-incumbent motivations. In
simple terms, anti-incumbent
motivations are the consequence
of the policy failures of the
incumbent. From price rise t0
unemployment, there is palpable
discontent on the ground with the
BJP. But what the Opposition has
failed to do so far is to tap into this
anger and consolidate 1t to
mobilise its voters and cadres. To
do so, it would not only have to
launch a sustained and
coordinated campaign
highlighting the economic failures
of the Modi government but also
come up with a convincing and
alternative vision for economic
revival that appeals to the
electorate. The BJP’s electoral
success is closely linked to its
ability to consistently set the
agenda in a proactive and
aggressive manner, which has
always left the Opposition with no
choice but to react. It is important
for the Opposition to break this
pattern. If the INDIA alliance can
seize the narrative and weave a

credible campaign around the
economy, it can tide over its
inadequacies and significantly
boost its chances.

Thus, in the end, for the INDIA
alliance, the strategy could be a

classic case of “It’s the economy
stupid!” o



STATE OF EDUCATION

National policy must
promote cohesion

As states contemplate
their own education
policies, the Centre

must address the
complexities of
implementing NEP
across the country

FURQAN QAMAR

arnataka has joined the ranks of
states that have expressed oppo-
ition to the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020). A State Education
Policy Commission has beenestablished
to thoroughly review school and high-
er education in Karnataka, aiming to
suggest policies to enhance enrolment,
expand education with improved qual-
ity and equal access, impart scientific
knowledge, instilldemocraticvalues, en-
hance employability, and provide moral
education to build citizenship.

Karnataka had implemented the
policy, at least in part; it had formed
cluster universities and announced the
introduction of four-year undergrad-
uate programmes with multiple entry
and exit. The implications and imple-
mentation difficulties of these reforms
were not carefully thought through,and
stakeholdersare now facing seriouschal-
lenges in sustaining these changes and
moving ahead.

They are genuinely concerned about
the overall approach and specific provi-
sions of the policy.Convincing stakehold-
ers of the policy’s relevance to their con-
text proves challenging. Content aside,
the selective implementation based on
convenient reading and interpretation
of the text of the policy by the central
regulatory authorities is at the root of
theirchagnn.

National policy formulation is an in-
tricate process in countries with federal
character. It is supposed to strike a bal-
ance between national priorities, fiscal
prudence, and commitments to the
concerns of all stakeholders. Itmust take
the states along tomake national policies
instruments for unity and cohesion and

represent the collective will.

This is particularly true in the case of

education, which, being on the Concur-
rent List of the Constitution, is a joint
and shared responsibility of the Centre
and the state. The NEP 2020 recognis-
es this, emphasising careful planning,
joint monitoring, and collaborative
implementation between the Centre
and states. Implementation is starkly
different. The policy assigns significant
responsibilities to the states.

The policy makes early childhood care
mandatory. This would happen only if
states developed professionally qualified

and competent educators. They have
been charged with the responsibility
of developing standard Indian sign lan-
guage. The policy proposescoursesinre-
gional languages, which will be possible
only if states invest heavily in preparing
language teachers.

NEP holds states responsible for de-
veloping the textbooks for their curricu-
lum and ensuring the timely availability
of NCERT books in downloadable for-
mat. The education of all children with
disabilities has been made the responsi-
bility of the states.

States need clarification aboutwhere
the resources for these initiatives
come from, as the Centre has made no
commitment. The onlyassuranceisthat
they will get allocations out of the Gen-
der and SEDG Inclusion Fund created
by the centre for providing equitable
quality education.

States have beenmandated to ‘ensure
that all schools follow certain minimal
professional and quality standards’ for
which they must set up an independent
State School Standards Authority. It is
unclearifthe policyintendstoabsolvethe
centrefromtheresponsibility ofensuring
the minimum quality norms prescribed
under the Right to Education Act.

While the policy ‘permits’ states 10
have their own curricular framework
within the broad national framework
developed by the NCERT, changes in
textbooks without state consultation
cause confusion.

NEP 2020 had assured that the
Central Advisory Board on Education

(CABE) would be ‘remodelled and
rejuvenated’. States are yet to know
the broad contour of this exercise and
are concerned thattheir representations
in the body are at least maintained, if
notenhanced.

In higher education, NEP pins high
hopes on reforming the national-level
regulatory framework. This was ex-
pected to happen before initiating any
reform. A ‘light but tight’ regulatory
framework was stated to be one of the
fundamental guiding principles of the

policy. The policy regarded the ‘inef-
fective regulatory system’ as a major
problem ‘currently faced by the higher
education system’,

The policy emphasised that the reg-
ulatory system must change ‘to ensure
integrity, transparency,and resource ef-
ficiency in the educational systemand...
will encourage innovation and out-of-
the-box ideas through autonomy, good
governance, and empowerment. Three
yearson, regulatory reform s still await-
ed. Meanwhile, some existing regulatory
bodies have become hyperactive withre-
forms, regulations,and guidelines, many
of which are challenging toimplement.

They impose many conditionalities
and dos and don’ts on the state, with se-
rious implications for governance, ad-
ministration,and funding. Adding three
years of pre-primary education entails
enormous financial costs. Enhancing
pro me durations in higher educa-
tion acrosstheboard poses seriouslogis-
tical challenges anda great strainon the
already stressedinfrastructure. Besides,
theyhave financial consequences forthe
institutions and individual students.

States aré obviously feeling ill at ease.
They do not know when the proposed
Higher Education Commission of India
(HECI) and its four verticals will see the
light of day. Whatwould beits structure?
Willstateshavealarger say or enhanced
representationinthesebodies? Theyare
particularly anxious because the regula-
tory reforms in medical education have
not addressed their access and quality
challenges. States are nearly the sole
providers of school education. They are
dominant players in higher education,
not only in terms of institutions, enroll-
ment, and faculty but also in terms of
funding. Theybear morethan 77% ofthe
country’s education expenditure. Their
share in higher education expenditure
is as high as 71.24%. The state-sector
higher educational institutions account
for nearly 99.43% of all higher educa-
tionalinstitutionsinthe country, catering
to 91.78% of the total enrolment in
higher education.

This is the first time in independent
India that states are unhappy with the
new education policy to the extent
that they are contemplating having
their own state policies rather than im-
plementing the NEP 2020. This must be
addressed urgently.

Indiaisacontinent-sized countrywith
unparalleled economic, social, lingus-
tic, cultural, and educational diversity. A
one-size-fits-all approach is least likely
towork. Promoting and maintaining co-
hesionis critical. National policy formu-
lations and their implementation must
give paramountimportanceto thisgoal.

(The writer, a former advisor for
education in the Planning Commission,
is a professorin Jarmia Millia Islamia,

New Delhi)
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